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Engineered Irony, a 150th commemorative edition, revisits civil engineers Octave Chanute and George 

Morisonôs greatest achievement to 1869ðthe completion of the Hannibal Bridgeðand their 1870 report, The 

Kansas City Bridge. 

    Kansas City, Missouri, has enjoyed its ñHeart of Americaò moniker for generations. The Hannibal & St. 

Joseph Railroad, after years of negotiations and political machinations, chose in 1867 to span their historic 

bridgeðthe first ever to cross the Missouri Riverðat Kansas City, then known as the City of Kansas and 

formerly the Town of Kansas. The Hannibal Bridge MADE Kansas City, Missouri! 

    Vol. 1 (blue front cover) is a reprint of Chanute and Morison's 1870 report on the construction of the bridge, 

together with a newly developed biography of Chanute by Bill Nicks, and an essay on the importance of the 

bridge to civil engineering by engineer Brian Snyder. 

    Vol. 2 (red front cover) is the culmination of David W. Jackson's decade plus effort to compile this 

sesquicentennial souvenir highlighting archival resources identifying nearly 1,500 individual skilled laborers 

and contractorsðincluding five who lost their lives in the ventureðwho achieved a modern miracle between 

1867 and July 3, 1869. During that Independence Day weekend fete, 30,000 spectators from across the 

Midwest descended upon the fledgling City of Kansas to celebrate the remarkable moment on the Missouri 

Riverbank. Another feature of Engineered Irony is a comprehensive gallery of all the known images of the 

Kansas City Bridge (aka the Hannibal Bridge) from 1867 to 1917, when the bridge was replaced by its 

descendant, the Second Hannibal Bridge. Bibliography. Illustrations. Index. 

 

© 2020 David W. Jackson  

ISBN: 978-1-7343686-4-2 Volume 1          ISBN: 978-1-7343686-3-5   Volume 2      (The Orderly Pack Rat) 

Page Count: 226         blue front cover Page Count: 469            red front cover        

Trim Size: 8ò x 10ò            Trim Size: 8ò x 10ò 

Softcover              Softcover  Missouri Valley Special Collections 

$20 online              $20 online  Speakers Series debut presentation 

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1734368640/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_bibl_vppi_i3
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1734368632/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_bibl_vppi_i4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3VaK0Srjd0


 

A History Loverôs Guide to Kansas City 

 

     Kansas City is often seen as a "cow town" with 

great barbecue and steaks. But it is also a city with 

more boulevards than Paris and more working 

fountains than Rome. There are burial mounds that 

date back more than two thousand years.  
     The National World War I Museum and 

Memorial, opened in 1926, stands more than two 

hundred feet tall. Leila's Hair Museum has a 

collection that brings tourists from all over the 

nation. The Kansas City Jazz Museum features a 

historic district and world-class museum that 

document a time when dance halls, cabarets, 

speakeasies and even honky-tonks and juke joints 

fostered the development of a new musical style.  

     Join author Paul Kirkman (and contributing 

author/editor, David W. Jackson) as they cut a trail 

past the stockyards into the heart of Americað

Kansas City.  

 

© 2020 Paul Kirkman  

ISBN/EAN13: 1467144401 / 978-1-4671444-0-7 

(History Press) 

Page Count: 144 

Paperback 

Trim Size: 6ò x 9ò  

$21.99 online 

 

 

6400 Suits for Divorce, Jackson County, Missouri, 1880-1900 

 

Official records of divorces in the Circuit Court of Jackson 

County, Missouriðeven those from the countyôs earliest 

yearsðare closed to researchers because of the personal 

information they contain. However, late 1800s divorces 

were reported extensively (though erratically) in 

newspapers. This resource, which can serve as a substitute 

for the original court records, is an index to reports of 

Jackson County divorce suits that appeared in Kansas 

City, Missouri, newspapers between 1880 and 1900.  

 

 

 © 2021 James A. Tharp  

ISBN/EAN13: 979-8-5434723-4-7  

(The Orderly Pack Rat) 

Page Count: 433 

Paperback 

 Trim Size: 8.5ò x 11ò  

$19.99 online 

 

https://www.amazon.com/History-Lovers-Guide-Kansas-City/dp/1467144401/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2T6057GTM4SX7&dchild=1&keywords=history+lovers+guide+to+kansas+city&qid=1606971812&s=books&sprefix=hisotry+lovers+gu%2Cstripbooks%2C179&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09B7DC132?ref_=pe_3052080_397514860


 

The Will of Missouri: The life, Times, and Influence of Alexander William Doniphan is a collection of writings and essays, 
including by David W. Jackson, that were compiled by the Alexander Doniphan Committee. Who is the most well-known 
Missourian? Might it be Sheryl Crow or Brad Pitt? How about the most influential Missourian . . .Harry Truman or Chuck Berry? 
Alexander William Doniphan is perhaps the least well-known yet simultaneously one of the most influential Missourians. 
Doniphan was dedicated to the rule of law, even when standing for this principle was not the popular opinion for people of the 
day. Doniphan believed in the value of education and helped establish one of the first colleges in the western frontier. 
Doniphan's military exploits remain extraordinary to this day. To celebrate the Missouri Bicentennial the Alexander Doniphan 
Committee sponsored a community writing project to chronicle the life, the times, and the influence of this incredible yet little-
known Missourian. This book was released to coincide with the Missouri Bicentennial and State of Stories programming offered 
through Mid-Continent Public Library and its mission-enhancement project, The Story Center and Woodneath Press. Available 
through Amazon.com. 

https://www.amazon.com/Will-Missouri-Influence-Alexander-Doniphan/dp/1942337205/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=%22the+will+of+missouri%22&qid=1611615943&sr=8-2


$20 online  

https://www.amazon.com/Fueling-Change-Created-Climate-Fuel/dp/1733501711


The Gasoline Diet: Drive Less, Lose Weight, Save the Planet 

By Twyla Dell, Ph.D., and David W. Jackson 
 

WE HAVE A MOMENT to enjoy clear skies, work and meet virtually, and to pause and reflect how much we 

can improve the environment by burning less gasoline.  

 

1. Use The Gasoline Diet to track your gasoline consumption for one month. 

2. Every 3000 miles you drive you leave behind in CO2 the weight of your car. 

3. Every mile you drive you leave behind one pound of CO2 ð letôs change this. 

 

Together we can stop climate change within the next decade AND avoid a disastrous future. 

Letôs keep our beautiful blue sky! Follow The Gasoline Diet. 

 

© 2020 Twyla Dell and David W. Jackson  

ISBN/EAN13:  1733501754 / 978-1-7335017-5-0 (Last Lap Press) 

Page Count: 40 Paperback 

Trim Size: 5ò x 8ò $7 online 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Gasoline-Diet-Drive-Pounds-Planet/dp/1733501754


 

Born a Slave: Rediscovering Arthur Jacksonôs African American Heritage 
     By the close of the Civil War in 

1865 all American slaves became free 

citizens. Suddenly a new life dawned 

for them and their descendants. 

     Arthur Jackson, an African 

American slave born in 1856 in 

Kanawha County, Virginia, was nine-

years-old when he and his family were 

emancipated in Franklin County, 

Missouri. He took the surname of his 

slaveholder, Richard Ludlow and 

Lucinda (DeAtley) Jackson, Sr., within 

whose household he was born and lived 

until adulthood.  

     Eventually, Arthur met Ida May 

Anderson, a Caucasian woman, and 

they raised a family of six children who 

passed for white. Arthur's black 

heritage became a family secret and 

was eventually forgotten within living 

memory. During the following century, 

five generations of Arthur and Idaôs 

descendants lived as white Americans. 

     Thirty years of genealogy by one of 

their great-great-grandsons revealed the 

secret that Arthur was born a slave, that 

he and Ida were a biracial couple, and 

that their children were of mixed racial 

heritage, confirmed by DNA. 

     Born a Slave explores this man's 

birth, childhood, life as a freedman, his 

ancestry, and his slaveholder's family. 

It also calls all Americansðregardless 

of apparent race or ethnicityðto 

abandon preconceptions and explore 

their every ancestor objectively and 

with an open mind . . . especially if 

they may have been a slaveholder, or if 

they were born a slave. 

 

by David W. Jackson 

© 2015 David W. Jackson  

ISBN/EAN13:  0970430817 / 978-0-9704308-1-6 (The Orderly Pack Rat)  

Page Count: 327          The Call article 5 Feb 2016, Kansas City, Missouri, by Tracy Allen 

Trim Size: 6ò x 9ò    The Kansas City Star (816 Northland edition) article 2 Feb 2016 by Jesus Lopez-Gomez 

Soft cover          The (Independence) Examiner article 3 Feb 2016 by Jeff Fox 

$20 online   $20 check       The Kansas City Star article 19 Feb 2016 by James A. ñJimò Fussell 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Born-Slave-Rediscovering-Jacksons-American/dp/0970430817/ref=sr_1_7?ie=UTF8&qid=1526226557&sr=8-7&keywords=david+w+jackson
http://www.examiner.net/article/20160203/NEWS/160209721
https://www.amazon.com/Born-Slave-Rediscovering-Jacksons-American/dp/0970430817/ref=sr_1_7?ie=UTF8&qid=1526226557&sr=8-7&keywords=david+w+jackson
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/uploads/7/9/2/7/79275138/order_form.pdf
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%ØÔÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÔÉÍÅÌÉÎÅ ÏÆ +ÁÎÓÁÓ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 
LGBTQIA history, 1812 to 2016  
 
Digest of LGBTQIA-related local  
history articles 
 
Census of +#ȭÓ "ÁÒ,  
 ,ÏÕÎÇÅ Ǫ .ÉÇÈÔ #ÌÕÂÓȣ 
  ΣΫΥΡȭÓ ÔÏ present! 
 
 
ISBN: 978-0-9704308-0-9 
414-pages; illustrations; 
bibliography; index 

 
Amazon.com 

 
Three years before the 1969 Stonewall Riots in NYC, the 'gay liberation' movement catapulted in Kansas City in 
February 1966, when the National Planning Conference of Homophile Organizations (NPCHO) was established to 
form the first-ever, truly national coalition of gay and lesbian leaders. They met at the State Hotel in downtown 
Kansas City, Missouri. 2016 marked the 50th Anniversary of that historic local event with national impact. Changing 
Times pays homage to Phyllis Shafer, whose gay son, Drew, unwittingly became one of Kansas City's leading LGBT 
activists. This expanded and enlarged, second edition features a timeline of events dating to the early 1800s; 
milestone moments in local history in context with national and world events; a digest of articles chronicling Kansas 
City's LGBTQIA history; and, a comprehensive census of all known bars/c lubs from the 1930s to the present. 
 

Kansas Cityôs LGBTQ History Facebook     HistoryPin Collection mapping 150+ LGBT-KC  

Independence Examiner review          establishments, 1930s-now   

Enlarged! 
Expanded 

2nd Edition! $ 20 

https://www.amazon.com/Changing-Times-Almanac-LGBTQIA-History/dp/0970430809/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1526226557&sr=8-1&keywords=david+w+jackson
https://www.amazon.com/Changing-Times-Almanac-LGBTQIA-History/dp/0970430809/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1526226557&sr=8-1&keywords=david+w+jackson
https://www.facebook.com/KCLGBTQhistory/?ref=settings
https://www.historypin.org/en/person/85342#projects
http://www.examiner.net/news/20171018/new-book-traces-changing-times-of-lgbtqia-in-kc
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/uploads/7/9/2/7/79275138/order_form.pdf


 Vital Historical Records of Jackson County, 1826-1876 

 
Originally published in 1933 and long out-of-print, The Orderly Pack Rat now makes this important 

Jackson County, Missouri, resource permanently available to the public. The ladies of the Kansas City Chapter 

of the Daughters of the American Revolution accomplished a monumental featéat the beginning of the Great 

Depression.  

Not only did they survey and abstract very early church records, and traipse through hundreds of small, 

family cemeteries throughout Jackson County to transcribe tombstone inscriptions, but, they did it in a time 

when society dictated that women had to wear full-length dresses nearly to the ground (not to mention all kinds 

of undergarments)éin the heat of Missouriôs summers! Just imagine the EFFORT not only in collecting but 

assembling and typesetting the magnificent resource that is Vital Historical Records!  

This edition contains a full -name and subject index not available in the 1933 edition. It also contains 

historical background on the DAR chapter that originally produced this book. 

 

by David W. Jackson 

 

Volume 1 ISBN:  978-1-7343686-0-4     (The Orderly Pack Rat) $10 online  $10 check 

Volume 2 ISBN:  978-1-7343686-1-1     (The Orderly Pack Rat) $10 online  $10 check 

Volume 3 ISBN:  978-1-7343686-2-8     (The Orderly Pack Rat) $15 online  $10 check 

 

Page Count: 688 in three volumes 

Trim Size: 8.5ò x 11ò Softcover  

In 1933 and 1934, the Kansas City Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, abstracted Jackson County, 
Missouri, church records from 93 congregations that were known to have organized before 1875. They also 
made nearly 9,200 tombstone transcriptions from some 200 countywide pioneer graveyards and cemeteries. 
This 3-volume set honors the DAR ladies, and keeps the product of their labor in print for future historians. 

  

 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=%22vital+historical+records+of+jackson+county%22&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/Historical-Records-Jackson-County-Missouri/dp/1734368608/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=vital+historical+records&qid=1579482605&sr=8-1
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/uploads/7/9/2/7/79275138/order_form.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Historical-Records-Jackson-Missouri-1826-1876/dp/1734368616/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=vital+historical+records+volume+2&qid=1579482639&sr=8-2
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/uploads/7/9/2/7/79275138/order_form.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Historical-Records-Jackson-Missouri-1826-1876/dp/1734368624/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=vital+historical+records+volume+3&qid=1579482661&sr=8-1
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/uploads/7/9/2/7/79275138/order_form.pdf


Direct Your Letters to San Jose 

The California Gold Rush Letters of James and David Lee Campbell 
They traveled overland in 1850 for gold! Did they strike it rich? 

Take a look. 

 

Read the Table of Contents. 

Read the Introduction . 

 

by David W. Jackson, editor 

© 2000 David W. Jackson  

ISBN: 0970430892 / 978-0-9704308-9-2 (The Orderly Pack Rat) 

Page Count: 387 

Trim Size: 6ò x 9ò 

Hard cover 

$30 check 

 

Make the Walls Talk: Construction Tools for 

Building a House History, A Guidebook for Jackson 

County, Missouri 
by David W. Jackson 

© 2018 David W. Jackson (The Orderly Pack Rat) 

Page Count: 12 

Trim Size: 5.5ò x 8.5ò Soft cover   

$3 check 

 

Practical Preservation: Simple, 

Sensible Steps to Safeguard 

Family Heirlooms 
by David W. Jackson 

© 2018 David W. Jackson 

    (The Orderly Pack Rat) 

Page Count: 12 

Trim Size: 5.5ò x 8.5ò  Soft cover 

$3 check 

 

A River Runs By It 

The Story of Independence  

and Jackson County, Missouri  
Souvenir booklet about Jackson County's 175+year heritage  

by David W. Jackson 

© 2007 Jackson County Historical Society 

Page Count: 16 

Trim Size: 5.5ò x 8.5ò Soft cover 

$3 online 

  

http://www.orderlypackrat.com/dyl
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/dyl
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/dyl-toc
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/dyl-intro
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/uploads/7/9/2/7/79275138/order_form.pdf
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/order
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/order
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/order
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/uploads/7/9/2/7/79275138/order_form.pdf
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/order
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/order
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/order
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/uploads/7/9/2/7/79275138/order_form.pdf
https://mkt.com/jackson-county-historial-society/item/a-river-runs-by-it-the-story-of-independence-and-jackson-county
https://jackson-county-historial-society.square.site/product/a-river-runs-by-it-the-story-of-independence-and-jackson-county/135?cs=true


1877 Illustrated Historical Atlas, Jackson County, Missouri 
This is the EARLIEST SET of detailed plat maps available, and includes statistics, history and engravings of 

some of Jackson County's prominent places in 1877. A new, full-name and subject index edited by David W. 

Jackson points to thousands of residents who owned property in the County in 1877. 

© 2007 Jackson County Historical Society 

Page Count: 83 

Trim Size: 11ò x 17ò 

Soft cover 

$25 online 

 

 

 

Saving Sacred Cemetery Spaces 
Booklet discusses practical ways that individuals, neighbors, neighborhoods, 

and communities may realistically try to save and care for small, pioneer 

cemeteries. 

 

by David W. Jackson 

© 2018 David W. Jackson (The Orderly Pack Rat) 

Page Count: 16 

Trim Size: 5.5ò x 8.5ò 

Soft cover  

$3 check 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCK DOWN 

Outlaws, Lawmen and Frontier Justice  

in Jackson County, Missouri 
  The oldest surviving structure on Independence Square is the 

Countyôs ironclad jail building constructed in 1859 using African 

American slave labor. Along the sidewalk of Main Street is the 

quaint, Federal-style home of the Jackson County jailor from 1859 

to 1933 when the site was decommissioned by the County. What 

you donôt see from the street is the massive, 2-story limestone cell 

block that adjoins the rear of the home. This is a sesquicentennial 

souvenir edition with facts never before assembled! 

 

by David W. Jackson and Paul Kirkman 

© 2009, 2012 Jackson County Historical Society 

ISBN/EAN13: 0974136565 / 978-0-9741365-6-1  

  (Jackson County Historical Society) 

Page Count: 194 

Trim Size: 8ò x 10ò 

Soft cover 

$10 online

https://mkt.com/jackson-county-historial-society/item/atlas-of-jackson-county-blue-cover-edition
https://mkt.com/jackson-county-historial-society/item/atlas-of-jackson-county-blue-cover-edition
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/order
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/uploads/7/9/2/7/79275138/order_form.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Lock-Down-Outlaws-Frontier-Missouri/dp/0974136565/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1526226557&sr=8-3&keywords=david+w+jackson
https://www.amazon.com/Lock-Down-Outlaws-Frontier-Missouri/dp/0974136565/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1526226557&sr=8-3&keywords=david+w+jackson


Kansas City Chronicles: An Up-to-Date History 
A very popular title! Short, interesting, easy-to-read 

vignettes that focus on 175-years of history that solidify 

Kansas City (and Jackson County) as one of the most 

unique cities/counties in the United States. 

 

by David W. Jackson 

© 2010 David W. Jackson 

EAN13: 978-1-5962998-6-3 (The History Press) 

Page Count: 157 

Trim Size: 6ò x 9ò 

Soft cover 

$20 online        $20 check 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lost Souls of the Lost Township: Untold Life 

Stories of the People Buried in the Davis-Smith 

Cemetery, Kansas City, Missouri 
Will this historic, sacred spot be preserved as óprogressô looms in 

the neighborhood? Buried here are a Revolutionary War patriot, 

Jackson County pioneers, and Mexican and Civil War veterans, 

including southern women suspected as spies in the 1860s and 

who perished in an unfortunate collapse of the Union prison 

where they were incarcerated. 

 

by Paul R. Petersen and David W. Jackson 

© 2011 Paul R. Petersen 

ISBN/EAN13: 0970430868 / 978-0-9704308-6-1  

  (The Orderly Pack Rat) 

Page Count: 76 

Trim Size: 6ò x 9ò 

Soft cover 

$10 online       $10 check 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Kansas-City-Chronicles-Up-Date/dp/159629986X/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1526226557&sr=8-4&keywords=david+w+jackson
https://www.amazon.com/Kansas-City-Chronicles-Up-Date/dp/159629986X/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1526226557&sr=8-4&keywords=david+w+jackson
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/uploads/7/9/2/7/79275138/order_form.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Lost-Souls-Township-Paul-Petersen/dp/0970430868/ref=sr_1_14?ie=UTF8&qid=1526226557&sr=8-14&keywords=david+w+jackson
https://www.amazon.com/Lost-Souls-Township-Paul-Petersen/dp/0970430868/ref=sr_1_14?ie=UTF8&qid=1526226557&sr=8-14&keywords=david+w+jackson
https://www.amazon.com/Lost-Souls-Township-Paul-Petersen/dp/0970430868/ref=sr_1_14?ie=UTF8&qid=1526226557&sr=8-14&keywords=david+w+jackson
https://www.amazon.com/Lost-Souls-Township-Paul-Petersen/dp/0970430868/ref=sr_1_14?ie=UTF8&qid=1526226557&sr=8-14&keywords=david+w+jackson
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/uploads/7/9/2/7/79275138/order_form.pdf


Recipes of Our Past: Morsels from Our Grandmothersô Recipe Boxes 

Most of the women represented here spent years of their lives bearing 

and rearing families; toiling hours in antiquated kitchens feeding wood 

cook stoves; tilling gardens; or, maintaining barn livestock. Some never 

enjoyed ñmodernò conveniences of a refrigerator (or its predecessor, the 

ice box); running water; a dishwasher; a food processor; or a gas, 

electric, convection, or microwave oven. Yet here we are, with thanks, 

gratitude, and honor to them . . . our grandmothers!  

 

This book is ½ recipes and the other ½ are short biographies of the 

women represented through the recipes they handed down to their 

descendants. The stories, too, were handed down, and focus on women 

with descriptions of their kitchens, and their daily routine of preparing 

and providing sustenance for their loved ones. 

 

by David W. Jackson and Caroll A. Butler  

© 2005, 2011 David W. Jackson 

ISBN/EAN13:  978-0-9704308-5-4 (The Orderly Pack Rat) 

Page Count: 304 

Trim Size: 6ò x 9ò 

Soft cover 

$20 online   $20 check 

 

Favorite Recipes Cook Book: 

Piedmont  United Methodist Women 
80th Anniversary Commemorative Indexed Edition. 

Reprint of a 1931 cookbook by the Ladies' Aid of the 

M. E. Church, Piedmont, Kansas. 

© 2011 David W. Jackson 

ISBN/EAN13: 1468157353 / 978-1-4681573-5-2  

(The Orderly Pack Rat) 

Page Count: 68 

Trim Size: 6ò x 9ò 

Soft cover 

$10 online   $10 check 

 

A History of Pink Hill Park and Veterans Way Memorial, 

Blue Springs, Missouri 
 

by David W. Jackson 

© 2013 Jackson County Historical Society 

ISBN/EAN13: 0615783880 / 978-0-6157838-8-8 (Jackson Co. Historical Society) 

Page Count: 46 

Trim Size: 6ò x 9ò 

Soft cover 

$10 online  

https://www.amazon.com/Recipes-Our-Past-Morsels-Grandmothers/dp/097043085X/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/Recipes-Our-Past-Morsels-Grandmothers/dp/097043085X/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/uploads/7/9/2/7/79275138/order_form.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Favorite-Recipes-Cook-Book-Piedmont/dp/1468157353/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
http://www.orderlypackrat.com/uploads/7/9/2/7/79275138/order_form.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/History-Veterans-Memorial-Springs-Missouri/dp/0615783880/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/History-Veterans-Memorial-Springs-Missouri/dp/0615783880/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/History-Veterans-Memorial-Springs-Missouri/dp/0615783880/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8


We Were Hanging by a Thread 

Kansas City Garment District Pieces the Past Together 

 
FULL COLOR INTERIOR  

 

  This book is about fashion history. Specifically, it 

highlights Kansas City, Missouri's once world-

renowned textile and garment manufacturing industry. 

It focuses on individuals that designer Ann Brownfield 

has had acquaintance or first-hand business connections 

with in her career, and in retirement as co-founder and 

director of the Historic Kansas City Garment District 

Museum. This book honors a diverse workforce from 

native Kansas Citians and minority first- and second-

generation Americans-from all backgrounds and 

countries around the globe-who came to Kansas City for 

their livelihood. 

  Anyone living, working, or visiting downtown Kansas 

City, the "Heart of America," might find this book of 

interest. Architectural historians should discover the 

built environment of the Garment District notable. Even 

barbeque enthusiasts will savor knowing that Henry 

Perry, "the father of Kansas City-style barbecue," got 

his start in 1908 from a stand in an alley in this historic 

neighborhood. Prepare yourself to gain an appreciation 

for an art form and way of life that is no more.  

 

by Ann Brownfield and David W. Jackson 

© 2013 Ann Brownfield and David W. Jackson 

ISBN/EAN13 0970430833 / 978-0-9704308-3-0 (The Orderly Pack Rat) 

Page Count: 316  

Trim Size: 8.5ò x 8.5ò 

Soft cover, full -color 

$55 online   $50 by check    

 

Enjoy my interactive, online map of Kansas City's Historic Garment District 

 

We Were Hanging by a Thread 

 

Kansas City Garment District  

Pieces the Past Together 

 
BLACK -AND-WHITE INTERIOR  
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Jackson Countyôs Historic Truman Courthouse 
  Independence Square in Independence, Jackson 

County, Missouri, has been in the middle of some of the 

most pivotal events in local and U.S. history. 

  In 1821ðjust after Missouri statehood and five years 

before Jackson County was formedðfreighters began 

transporting goods from Missouri to Santa Fe, then part 

of Mexico, and returning with Mexican goods and silver. 

Early Mormon ósaintsô ventured West in pursuit of 

religious freedom in the 1830s.  Then, in the early 1840s, 

emigrants traveling the Oregon Trail circled 

Independence Square. ó49ers seeking gold in the 

California Territory embarked on the California Trail 

from Independence Square in 1849. Through the 1850s, 

thousands of travelers outfitted here for their six-month 

overland journey to the gold fields on the Pacific coast. 

  When Kansas was admitted as a Territory in 1854, 

tensions began to rise between settlers at the edge of the 

political boundary of the United States. The ensuing 

Border War and later Civil War lasting until mid-1865 

left a devastating impact on the community and cultural 

landscape.   

  Harry S. Trumanôs start in elected politics in the 1920s 

eventually put Independence at center stage once again 

after he ascended to become the 33rd President of the 

United States. During his tenure as Judge of the County 

Court, then Presiding Judge of Jackson County, and later 

as Senator, Vice President, and President, Truman and 

others saw Independence through the Great Depression and the Second World War. 

  The Square continued to evolve through the middle of the 20th century. As this bookôs walking tour (Appendix 

B) illustrates, most of the buildings around the Square date from the late 1880s through the 1970s. Urban 

Renewal in the 1960s left its mark on the architecture of the Square until a revitalization based in historic 

preservation began in earnest in the mid-1990s . . . and continues  today (2013). 

  The 1838 nucleus of the present courthouse structure on Independence Square turned 175-years-old in 2013. 

This notable anniversary coincided with the buildingôs re-dedication after a complete restoration and adaptive 

reuse for the benefit of future generations of Jackson County citizens . . . and the many tourists who visit 

Independence each year. 

  On Friday and Saturday nights from the 1930s to the 1960s, teenagers were seen cruising one way around the 

courthouse square in what was known as ñwinding the clock.ò What a perfect ótimeô to ñwind the clockò as we 

look back on the history of Independence Square and Jackson Countyôs Historic Truman Courthouse. 
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Double Entendre: The Parallel Lives of Mae West and Rae Bourbon 

 

Mae West, actress, singer, playwright, screenwriter, 

comedian, and sex symbol. Rae Bourbon, actor, singer, 

playwright, comedian, and cross-dresser. Both 

entertainersô careers spanned seven decades, as they 

individually and together worked in Burlesque, Vaudeville, 

Broadway, silent movies, talkie movies, Old Time Radio, 

and television, equally stirring up controversy, similarly 

ribald and witty, and always outrageously risqué.  
  Maeôs legendary vehicles included the shocking 

Broadway plays, Sex, The Drag, The Wicked Age, Pleasure 

Man, and Diamond Lil. When topsy-turvy Hollywood 

converted from silent movies to sound, Paramount Pictures 

snapped her up for unforgettable series of celluloid 

sensations, such as the Academy Award Best Picture-

nominated She Done Him Wrong (1933). 
  Raeôs renowned vehicles spanned the music halls 

of London to the Vaudeville stages of America, with stops 

along the way in silent movies, sound films, Carnegie Hall, 

and a still-popular series of wacky, wry recordings.   
  Their parallel lives often crisscrossed, through side 

by side appearances on stage, and through the blurred lines 

of their often flamboyant yet always fascinating images. 

Self-absorbed and sometimes delusional, neither realized 

how shockingly different their final curtain would be.  
  Discover their unforgettable, interwoven stories in 

Patrick C. Byrneôs richly researched biography.   
  
ñ. . . Mae West, Americaôs original óqueen of sexô . . . Rae Bourbon, equally enigmatic ódame of 

dragô . . . discover the heartfelt and mindful souls beneath the glamorous faades of their stardom.ò 

       -David W. Jackson, Archivist/Historian 
  
ñBoth persisted in presenting their larger than life personas, becoming the subject of intense 

scrutiny by public and private organizations for perceived morality violations on so-called óvulgar 

and indecentô behavior. Both paid the price for flaunting their sexuality.ò  

       -Honorable Judge Ann Mesle 
  
"Probably no other homosexual, and certainly no other performer, has had the effect on the 

American gay community that Bourbon did."  -David Leitsch, Gay Journal 
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Jesse James, Whiskeyhead Ryan, and the Glendale Train Robbery 
  

After the Civil War through 

1876, almost every criminal 

escapade committed in the 

Midwest was laid at the feet of 

the James-Younger Gang. 

Their banditry suffered an 

inglorious end in September 

1876, at the failed First 

National Bank robbery in 

Northfield, Minnesota. Frank 

and Jesse remained on the 

lamb for the next three years, 

living in seclusion and under 

aliases until Jesse was 

compelled in 1879 to ride 

again! This time, the bandit 

rode with hillbillies too young 

to have served in the War, and 

too immature to have been 

loyal followers . . . ultimately 

proving to be the beginning-of 

the-end for Frank and Jesse. 

It all began under the 

darkness of night at the 

backwoods Glendale Train 

Depot, six miles southeast of 

Independence, Jackson 

County, Missouri. Two years 

later, Bill ñWhiskeyheadò 

Ryan stood trial for that heist, 

in the politically -charged and 

terrorized community, and in 

the same courtroom that still 

exists today in the Historic 

Truman Jackson County 

Courthouse on the 

Independence Square. 
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